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Welcome

     Welcome to the Fuquay-Varina High School Choral Program!   Each student in the FVHS Choral Department will be challenged to develop his/her abilities to their fullest potential while learning and enjoying quality vocal literature and developing personal qualities that grow through the quest for excellence.          
     A variety of styles from many cultures and historical periods will be studied.  Classical music in the western hemisphere originated in the church and therefore in order to have a thorough music education students will study and perform both secular and sacred music.  Students will not be required or encouraged to believe the text of the songs, however they will be expected to study and perform them.  If you have questions about any of the music selected, please set up an appointment to discuss those concerns with me.
     All students are expected to fully participate and work to the best of their ability toward quality, artistry, and mastery.  Toward this end, expectations of students are explained in this handbook as well as helpful information about grading policies, make-up work procedures, and a host of other topics.  Students are expected to return the release forms at the end of the booklet by the deadline listed. 
     The Fuquay-Varina High School Choral Department consists of the following choirs: 
Mixed Choir   9th – 12th Male and female students who have an interest in choral music. They may or may not have had high school chorus in the past. (Levels I, II, III, IV) 1 Semester
Men’s Choir   9th – 12th Male students who have an interest in choral music. They may or may not have had high school chorus in the past. (Levels I, II, III, IV) 1 Semester
FVHS Women’s Choir   10th- 12th Women with advanced skills, who want to participate in choral music having a high level of involvement in the areas of technique, commitment, and performance.   Audition only. (Levels II, III, IV) 2 Semesters
FVHS Chamber Choir   10th-12th Men and women with advanced skills, who want to participate in choral music having a high level of involvement in the areas of technique, commitment, and performance. Audition only. (Levels II, III, IV) 2 Semesters 
Objectives

1. To enhance the quality of life by enjoying and sharing the beauty of music with others in the class, the school, the community, and the world.
2. To emphasize the development of singing and music reading skills necessary to make a valuable and enjoyable contribution to a quality choral organization.
3. To develop skills in accordance with the National Standards for Music Education and the North Carolina Standard Course of Study.
4. To understand the importance of collaboration. In order to ensure the success of the group, each student, parent, and director must realize his/her responsibilities.  Each must be willing to sacrifice individual desires for the betterment of the choir.

5. To build character and positive attitudes. The amount of satisfaction and pleasure received from choir will be no greater than the amount of hard work and enthusiasm a student is willing to consistently contribute.  Attitude will have a direct impact on achievement.
6. To understand musical works in their cultural and historical context.

7. To represent oneself, the Fuquay-Varina Choral Department, and Fuquay-Varina High School in a positive and productive manner.
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Grading Policy
Please become familiar with the grading system below.  Choral students are evaluated in a variety of ways. Tutorials are offered at a variety of times and can be arranged by making an after school appointment. 


 20% Class Work 
Written work assigned and completed in class.
30% Tests: Written Assessments, Repertoire and Sight-Singing Tests  Students will be tested periodically on the material studied in class. Students are allowed to retake tests once, unless mastery is required by the teacher.  All tests must be completed within two weeks of the original test date or by the end of the grading period, whichever comes first. Tests may be written or sung.
30% Major Assessments: Projects and Performances

Performance Grade based on the following:

· Student arrives on time to participate in warm-up.

· Student arrives dressed in required concert apparel. (Student will not be allowed to perform if dressed inappropriately).
· Student maintains eye-contact with director during the entirety of each performance selection.

· Student executes his/her duties in regard to set-up and breakdown of equipment for performance.

· Student represents the arts, FVHS, the FVHS Choral Department, and him/herself with integrity.

Each student performing in a concert will receive a grade of 100% unless one of the requirements above is not met.

20% Skills and Artistic Work Habits

· Student performs warm-up to the best of his/her ability (vocal and physical)

· Student uses personal sight-singing materials and sings to the best of his/her ability

· Student uses Curwen hand-signs when sight-singing solfege syllables.

· Student performs all musical selections to the best of his/her ability without being a distraction to others.

· Student performs all musical exercises without obstructions to the vocal mechanism (food, gum, other).

Students begin the quarter with a grade of 100%.  Five point deductions will be taken for each skill or work habit that is not adequately attempted and executed.

Late Work

Assignments not turned in on the assigned date may be subject to deductions and will not be accepted for credit after the Monday following the due date.  Unfinished classwork may be finished at home on the day assigned or completed during working lunch the next day.
FINAL EXAMINATIONS: As per Wake County Schools, a comprehensive semester final exam will be given comprising 20% of the student's overall grade.  Thus, the above grading system comprises 80% (40% each quarter) with the exam weighing 20%.  Students should WISELY PLAN for these examinations THROUGHOUT the semester.   Senior exemptions will follow the school’s policy.  

Rehearsal Expectations
Self-discipline is required of every FVHS choral student; it is necessary during each rehearsal, activity, and performance.  Students must be aware that their behavior during school and at public performances reflects on both Fuquay-Varina High School and the FVHS Choral Department.  Please remember the following basic rules:

· Respect yourself and others! 100% positive participation will prevent disruptive behavior. Criticizing another student’s voice or effort is not allowed.

· Be on time in your seat, with your folder, pencil, and water bottle when the tardy bell rings.

· Absolutely no food, gum or drinks, other than clear water in clear bottles!!!  
· Pick up your folder/music books as you enter the classroom.  Book bags, gym bags, etc., should be place in the designated area. 
· Students will be issued music that belongs to the school. Each student is responsible for this music and will be required to pay for music that is lost or damaged in any way.

· Students may only play the piano or adjust any sound equipment when directed by the director to do so.
· Proper concert etiquette is required at all performances. 
A few reminders

· Cell phones must be out of sight during class.  If the director sees a cell phone it will be confiscated.

· Celebrate birthdays at home or at another appropriate venue. (Parents please help in this endeavor. I teach over 95 students each semester, each with a birthday. I cannot allow food in the classroom or interruptions of instructional time for birthday celebrations.)
Consequences
Failure to adhere to the above rules may result in the following consequences:
· Director/Student conference 

· After school choir service.
· Parent phone call

· Office referral

· Removal from performance based setting to do other assignments.
Attendance Policy 
As a member of the Fuquay-Varina High School Choral Department, you have an obligation to your fellow choir members to be at school, at all out-of-school rehearsals, and at performances, on time, prepared, with required supplies and dressed appropriately. Poor daily attendance is not accepted and will result in removal from Advanced Choirs at the end of the semester. 
Choir students are expected to have excellent daily attendance.
1.  Attendance at sectionals, rehearsals, and concerts scheduled out of the regular school day is required.  Absence from sectionals or out-of-school rehearsals may result in possible removal from performance opportunities.  (After school rehearsals will affect only the Women’s Choir and Chamber Choir)
2. Absence from outside-of-class rehearsals and concerts will be excused for the following reasons:

· Medical emergencies or personal injury

· Death in family

Examples of unexcused absences include but are not limited to:

· Work – Students will know well in advance about these events and are expected to let supervisors know of your scheduling needs.
· Transportation – Make arrangements in advance.  If you cannot find transportation let me know and I will see if the booster group can help you.
If you are in class you will be expected to participate.  If illness keeps you from participating in daily activities you should not be at school. (You do not necessarily have to sing if you have throat issues, but you must be attentive and active.)
Chronic absenteeism from school, unexcused absences from rehearsals or performances, and tardiness may result in loss of performance opportunities and/or removal from current choir.

Tardy Policy

       Students are expected to be in class on time.  A student who is more than twenty minutes late will be counted absent.  Students who are tardy three times must serve after school detention.
Apparel
For performances the following apparel is required.  Hair must be pulled back, away from the face so that it doesn’t obstruct facial expression.

Men in Men’s or Mixed Chorus
1. Black Pants

2. White long-sleeved dress shirt/tie

3. Black shoes and socks

Girls in Mixed Chorus
Black - May choose from the following:

1. Black Dress – knee length or below

2. Black Skirt/blouse – knee length or below

3. Black shoes

4. No jewelry except small stud earrings and rings.

Chamber Choir and Women’s Choir


Concert Attire for Women:

1. Black Cadenza Dress

2. Black closed-toe shoes

3. Pearl necklace

4. No other jewelry except small stud earrings and small rings on fingers.

Show Attire for Women:

1. Purple Show Dress – Women’s Choir
2. Green Show Dress – Chamber Choir
3. Dance brief in color that matches dress

4. Tan Character Shoes

5. Nude Hose

6. No jewelry except small stud earrings and small rings on fingers.

Concert Attire for Men:

1. Full black tuxedo with white shirt and black bow-tie.

2. Black shoes and socks

Show Attire for Men: 

1. Show shirt, tie, black pants, shoes, socks.


 


Audience members are encouraged to follow some well-established standards for formal concert behavior.

· Refrain from talking during the performance.

· Remain seated for the entire concert if at all possible. If it is absolutely necessary to leave, please do so between selections and exit at the nearest door.

· Wait to re-enter the auditorium until the performing group is finished.

· Applause is the only appropriate form of expressing appreciation. A good rule of thumb is to wait until the conductor lowers his or her hands to indicate the completion of the selection or work before beginning applause.
· Please eliminate disruptions by turning off pagers, cell phones, and removing small children who are crying or speaking loudly.

· Students are not permitted to leave until the end of the concert and are expected to observe all performing groups when space allows. This is part of the educational process.
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Students are encouraged to study with private voice instructors when possible.  These invaluable lessons reinforce vocal skills taught in class and aid in the development of good singing habits.  They also give students the opportunity to participate in District Solo Festival, and are a tremendous help in preparation for college auditions.  If you are interested in providing private lessons for your child please contact me and I will help you find a qualified instructor.
Friends of the Chorus 
The Fuquay-Varina Choral Department has a very active booster group called the Friends of the Chorus (FOTC).  The purpose of the group is to provide support for the chorus with various activities which include:

1. Fundraising

2. Field Trips-Chaperone/Arranging Transportation
3. Publicity
4. Concerts/Performances

a. Ushering

b. Decorating the Stage

c. Helping Backstage
In the past the Friends of the Chorus have provided the Choral Department with much needed items such as the digital piano, the water cooler, stereo system for the music trailer, funding for director convention expenses, substitute teachers when the director is at music conventions, transportation costs, registration for students to attend competitions, and many more necessary expenses.  All parents, guardians, and interested supporters of the chorus are invited and encouraged to attend the Friends of the Chorus booster meetings. These are generally held once a month.  See the attached calendar for specific dates.  You will also receive updates by email and on the website.
Chorus Fee 
Every choral student is expected to contribute to the Friends of the Chorus (FOTC) to help offset expenditures in the Choral Department for the 2011-2012 school year.  If a student is in a choral music class for both semesters their fee amount is $50 for the year + $6 for each sight-reading book. If a student is in a one-semester class the fee amount is $35. The Friends of the Chorus (FOTC) will hold a fundraiser early in each semester to help students acquire the money for the fee amount.  Students may choose to simply pay the fee if they don’t wish to participate in fundraisers.  All fee amounts will be due at the end of the first fundraising event.  These fees help to offset costs of accompanist compensation, music, water, cups, equipment and other fees incurred by the choral department.
Choral Handbook Release Form
Please sign and return* by August 30th:
I have read the Fuquay-Varina High School Choral Music Handbook (online at www.fvhschorus.com) and I understand and agree to the policies and procedures listed in the document.      

Student Name :_______________________________________( print)

X______________________________________
_________

Student Signature





Date

Parent Name(s) :______________________________________________( print)

X______________________________________
_________

Parent Signature





Date

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Fundraising Permission:

By signing below, I have given my child has permission participate in choral department fundraisers at FVHS during the 2011-2012 school year in order to offset his or her choral expenses, but I also acknowledge that he or she has no obligation to do so.  

X______________________________________

Parent Signature

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Choral Student Fee Requirement

In signing below, I acknowledge that I understand the Friends of the Chorus 

fee required of every FVHS Choral Student and I am willing to do my part to ensure that my fee is paid. (You may send a check payable to FOTC to accompany this form if you wish. All money to the boosters needs to be sent in an envelope with your student’s name on the front and deposited in the FOTC box in the Chorus Trailer.
Student Name :___________________________________  (print)

X_____________________________________
_________

Student Signature





Date

Parent Name(s) :___________________________________ (print)

X______________________________________
_________

Parent Signature






Date

Video and Audio Recording Consent:

Because of the nature of performing arts courses, it is necessary to record audio and sometimes video clips of class rehearsals and performances.  Such recordings are used exclusively for in-class assessment, critiques and learning assignments.  Please sign below indicating that you are aware that your child will be recorded in a group setting for assessment purposes.  
X______________________________________

Parent Signature

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Internet Posting Consent:

Choral classes are both social and academic groups that represent the school as a vital part of its identity and culture.  Many pictures of individual students and student groups may be taken throughout the year.  Parental permission is necessary to post any picture of students online where their faces are clearly visible.  The choral department may post such pictures of individual students on our website or the school’s site. Please sign below indicating permission to include your child in such postings
X______________________________________

Parent Signature

*Please keep the remainder of the handbook for your records.
























Notice to all choir members and parents: Our concerts are formal events. Students are expected to present themselves in a professional manner. Please make sure that apparel is maintained throughout the year – cleaned, pressed, and hemmed!
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